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Voters to choose judges,
justices of the peace

Bswde cleoring rwio
Juaskices L the Mevada
Supreme Court, viters
in Washoe County will
Chosose local judpes.

Judge Bridper Bkl
Peck and Feno lawyer
Patrick Flanapan are
runining for o seat on the
Wiashoe District Coart
oy Dhept. 7.

In Sparks Municipul
Caourr Dept. 2, former
Moayor |im Sposa Fices
b Michaalsean, Path
are Reno attormeys
but live in Sparks
Micholson has served as
i juchpe pro-tempote on
the Sparks Municipal
Court for several years. Judge Larry Sage
15 Tetiring?.

Also in Sparks, Justice of the Peace
Sapmm Deriso is secking re-election o
I_I'||:_||;l1 3|‘H_":-\..|'|ZI|:| since 2000, 5he is
challenped by Pavid Sinclair, & business
CFWTLCE,

Allso thisyear is o contest o6 justice
of the peace serving Reso and Verdi.
Reno City Attormey Patres Lynch and
Senior Deputy Attomey General Vicky
Oldenburg beat another candidace in the
Angmist prinry

They want to feplace Justice of the
Peace Fidel Salcedo, who announced his
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Patrick Fanagan

; il'.l.h1:l'i'| 4

Bridgel Peck

pefirement after serving 21 years.
I the counrywide Washoe Districe
Court race, both Flanagan and Peck

were finalists when

a judicial selection
commission made its
recommendations i
replace Judge Perer
Breei.

Lnow. Benmy Linimn
chose Peck toreplce
Preen, whio retired. Peck  Palricia Lynch
ciame o the COMIFT O
Moy B after 19 Aiirs as i
irial tivwyer,

Akt 50 percent
of her work wasin
the district court, she
says. The other half

was in the féderl

FLA MTHH T
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court, primanly inthe g pigenburg
bankniptey court.
Before her

appointment, she
WS [hf m:l-ﬂitj.',ilil:
shareholder at Beesley,
Peck & Matteom Led,
Flazegsan luss been
chief deputy public
defender in Washoe
Commty, mssiscant federal
public defender and is
currently @ parrner in
the firm of Hale Lane
Peck Denntson and
Howard,
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Doug Hichodan

Flanagan says he has
teied or handled every
rype of legal action
thiat comes before the AL
district, ¥ Jim$poo
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Inmate’s death-penalty appeal delayed

Former lawyer
running against
judge in election

BY MARTHA BELLISLE
mibe]lisbeddag) com

A Washoe Districe Coure
judge postponed a death
penalty appeal hearing Mon-
day for convicred killer David
Middietan because his former
lawyer is running against the
judge in the Movember elec-
tion, and the appeal claims the
lawyer did an inadequate job
“art the murder trial

ludge Bridger Rakbb
Peck continoed the post-
convicrion hearing uneil afer
the Mowv. 7 election, in which
shie is opposed by Middlewon's
previous lawyer, Pacrick Fla-

S TN,

"This struation does raise
the potential appearance of
impropricty, 50 continuing the
miateer ks appropriate,” Peck
waid

Characterized as sadist

Middleton was found guiley
i 1997 of killing Eatherine
P:lw-e'”. A 4'}--.r.|r-ulJ Sun "'«".'ll-
ley elementary school reacher,
pned Thelma Amparo Davila, a
4 )-year-old casino worker from
Sparks

Prosecutors charscrerized
Middleron s a sadist who ta-
vored rough sex,

Police found restraimn -.||_--
wices and sex tovs in Middle-
bioEL s SEOTAZE umir

|r|'.|'s:i|,;:l|u:-rh also found a
teftiperator with air holes that
they believe Powell was held
in while szill alive.

Middleton was sentenced o
death, and the Nevada Supreme
| Court upheld the conviction
and septence in 1998

The appeals

Thes next step in his ap-
peal process was a petition for
post-conviceion relief, where
his defense during his orial is
| sepurimized for any problems

ML W MENT O R PO A ETTE O EM L

Coarvictad munderes David Middizton talis with Mathabie Huynb, one of bis athameys, at 8 post-comaction nafief haaring
Monday bafore Judge Bridget Robd Peck. Sha continuad the case until after the elections since her appanant. Patrick
Fanagan is one of the atiomeys named by Middlefon as being inefective during his trial. Middigton was comvicted in
1087 dor the munders of Katherine Powell 2nd Thalma Amparo Davila and Senbemntad 10 death

‘This situation does raise the potential
appearance of impropriety, so continuing

the matter is appropriate.
BRIDGET ROOD PECK B Warkes Distrct Coerl judge

of tnadeguac ies

Middleton had gone through
the post-conviction process in
2002, bur the Nevada Supreme
Cioart crdesed that a new peti-
tion be filed after finding that
his pervious appelloe bwnper,
Brisce Lindiay, mishandled the

Case

His new appellare lawyers,
Tom Qualls and Nathalie
Huynh, argued in & new peti-
tion thar Middleton's detense
team during the tral provided
*ineffective assistance” and his
conviction should be thrown
Ot

The perition targets Fred

PFinkerton and Hanspan, as well
s John Petry, who handled his
ininial appeal, Chualls said

" Cov. Kenny Gulnn APl ed
Peck to her post in Depariment
7 after Judge Peter Breen re- |
tired.

Flanapan was one of the three I
lawpers nominated o the gover-
i for comaideration by the MNe
vada Commission on Judicial
Selecton to replace Hoeen

Since Flanapan and Peck are
pcrively campaigning against
ench other, Cualls said they
asked Peck o postpone the
hearing to avoid any appear-
ances of bizs against Flanagin
in Middleton's petition, and she
apmeedl.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2006

Justice system needs
Flanagan’s experience
| think your endorsement of
‘candidate Peck for a Washoe
County judgeship[Our
Opinion, Oct. Efﬁras'nat well
thought out. '
- With your endless coverage
of the Mack and Augustine
cases, along with the school
shootings, random killings, etc.,
it would seem that you would
be aware of the public’s interest
in the criminal justice system
and its players, like judges.
“Both Patrick Flanagan and
Bridget Peck are, as you said,
well qualified attorneys. The
difference is in their fields
of endeavor. Flanagan has

- Supreme Court, He is very
aware of all'the nuances (sed 1
sway judicial decisions. That is
critical experience for a judge
to have.

| .1 IPf:ck's excellent background
I5 in banl: ruptcy with little trial
experience.
The public is interested in
swift and fair justice. This is
not the time for “on-the-joh"
training.
Congratulations to both
candidates for a positive

. ycampaign.. _ ;
i -]}hms'“ﬂassidy,_ﬂmm



[y -

YOURTURN

Judge needs

criminal

| and civil

experience

BY PATRICK FLANAGAN

| am a candidate for Washoe
Diserice Court judge.
While I appreciate the

|| Editorial Board’s position, |

respectfully disagree with
their endorsement. [ believe
that the position of District
Court judge requires civil
and criminal jury trial

' experience, innovative judicial
* leadership and a commitment

. the state and

L justice. :

With all due respect to m
opponent, | believe that | am
most qualified to be Washoe
County District judge in
Department 7.

I have broad experience in
the criminal and civil jury trials
commonly found in districe
court. | have
tried many
cases

federal district
court, Nevada
Supreme
Court and the
United States
Supreme
Court.

[ believe
being a judge is not just a career
choice, it'san ity
to bring years of courtroom
experience to public office for
the benefit of the residents of
Washoe County.

| have practiced law in
Washoe County since 1979. As
Washoe County’s chief deputy
public defender, | oversaw
many cases before the Nevada
Supreme Court, including
constitutional and death
penalty cases,

[ have briefed and arpued
cases from jury selection to jury
verdict, post-conviction and
npgeal..

P =

Mnce 1YY, | have been
in private practice where |
have managed a large case
load in the state and federal
courts. | have handled cases
from a traffic court case in
Reno Municipal Court 1o
adeath penalty case in the
LS. Supreme Court as bath
plaintiff and defense counsel.
I sit 3 an arbitrator in civil
cases in Douglas, Carson and
Washoe counties.

In addition, | have been a
leader in the legal com muniry.
I was vored by my peers to
be president of the Washoe
County Bar Association,
president of the Seate Bar
of Nevada, president of the

al Bar Association’s
Nevada Chapter.

As a leader, | expanded
gﬂmnuuiﬁﬁ for lawyers and
judges to En:wid:: MoTe pro
f wm work for underprivileged

evadans.

| was president of the Board
of Washoe Legal Services,
which provides free legal
advice to those who need legal
- services the most but can afford
- it the least. | still accept pro
bono cases in state and federal
COUrtS,

I have raised my family
here in Washoe County and
believe in giving back to my
communiry.

As president of the Reno
Tennis Club, | worked

with the city and county 1o
improve parks and recrearional
facilities for children and
aduls. | was president of my
“children's school board and

" am active in my church
many community
[ izations.

*  lam honored 1o have the
of former LS, Sen.
and Gov. Richard Bryan,
former Gov. Robert List,
* Washoe County Sheriff
;‘FEI‘II‘L'E Balaam, Districy
“Artorney Richard Gammick,
“the Washoe County public
_ er and every major state
1 and local law enforcement
Cagency.
« lam acandidare for

| Washoe County judge
4&(2&!& I believe | have thar
o| Sourtroom experience, that

- proven leadership and thar
COMMIEMENE to justice
required of a district court
l_ a
- Imost respectfully ask for
your vate on Election Day.

Patrick Flanagan is a candidare

ﬁ: Washoe District Conare,
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Committee dismisses

| NDOT should start

—

c Om l the righe im
) iR B L < T paperwork.
p over dgain on hﬂdgﬂ W hehame

A BOmas i RIS ‘ 1
BY MARTHA BELLISLE | mm&hmudﬂm
mibellishedEing com Practices concerned a statement
B} i Flanagan made in the Reno

< Alstate commiittée that over- Gazette-Journal’s Voter Guide,
sees judicial election ca In md;E ud\-':::;riscm:nl, P’l:]n;

J inves;jga;ﬁ:] a.Com gan used part of an edirorial thar
filed by Waﬂlﬂe D@ﬁjﬂﬂgﬂ ran on Oct. 3, It said: “Flanagan
ﬂﬂ:lgal;-,@bhfﬁck-ﬁgﬁmﬁlﬂml nlz-nhm a wide breadth of expe-
oppenent, but found no unfair eandappemmb:agmd

practices in Epd}lsrcam SR catidldatefnra]udgwhrr

Peck was appointed by Gov, Peck- complained that the

- Kenny Guinn in Department 7 quote was not complete because
this year with the retirementof itleftoffthe words *in the furure”
Judge Peter Breen. She is run-  that had finished that sentence
ning for a two'year term'against  in the editorial, The complaint

- Renu-,lawym Patrick Flanagan said that Flanagan knowingly
r]w t]::mﬁmlu,r&ﬁr misrepresented the newspaper’s

nndn:&e:imnrn{ Ptﬂ‘.

HAMIDILT

tionally omitted, their absence
did not turn the sentence into
an untrue endorsement by the
newspaper. Therefore, the com-

“mittee 'said, it found that no

unfair election practice had oc-

: “curred.

Y i i

The rsemd;p,d aint in-  lis ﬁh multams
volved radio ads Eatliqin Oc- e ads, but did no notice
tober, A statement attheend of  the omission of the words “the
ﬂwndsﬁald“?mdfirb‘,r Parrick  committee to elect” in the final
Flanagan, Districe Court Judge,  vemsion.
Dept. 7" unp;l",ring that he was - After Flanagan received word
running as an ingumbent. .on Okt 24 about the misleading

Fla;mgan‘:s Euh]u:rulatmm ad, he said he contacted hiscon-
mmulmn:s testified that they  sulmantstosee how the ad would
had p ﬂ'u: radio ads and  be fixed and called Peck to say
the fi ript ended with'the  he would have it fixed the next
tag line: “Eaﬂ:'l for by the com-  day.

mittee o elect Patrick Flana-
gan, Washoe County District
Judge, Department 7.”

‘This was sent electronically
to radio stations, they said. The
production of the ads was fin-
ished on Oct. 11 and sent to
Flanagan. But he said he did not

The ad was not immediately
pulled and continued to run,
even though the radio stations
were e-mailed the revised ad.
The new version was finally on
the air by the endof October.

The committee concluded
that Flanagan did not know

about the the incorrect tag line
on the ad but said he accepted
full responsibility.

While it was not clear why
the incorrect ad continued to be
aired, the committee said that
Peck failed ro show that Flana-
gan violated judicial campaign
ethics by allowing the ad to con-
tinue to run on his Web site.

“Therefore, the committee
concludes that (the judicial
canon) has not been violared
with respect to the radio ad-
vertisement, and that no unfair
election practice has occurred,”
they said in the report released
Friday.

Washoe district judges are
paid $130,000 a year.
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