Reid answers questlons
about stem
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“Why do we need to
wait for a new president?
Why do we need to wait for
a veto-proof Congress?"

LIS, Senator Hnrr:.-'
Reid asked those questions
during Tuesday's press
conference to let Nevadans
know, despite President
George W. Bush's veto of a
pro-stem l!l]]. research hill,
the fight isn't over.

Reid spoke at the
Northern Nevada Center
for Independent Living, a
center for disabled people,
as part of a democratic ini-
tiative supporting stem
cell after the House of
Representatives refused to
override the President's
veto loosening federal
restrictions on stom cell
research.

He invited Patrick
Flanagan, a quadriplegic
candidate for district court
judge, to speak as well,

Reid and Flanagan
talked about the potential
stem cell research has to
cure diseases ranging from
dinbetes and Parkinson's
dizease to spinal cord
injuries like Flanagan's.

Flanagan became
wheelchair bound in 2001
after he was clipped by a
truck while riding his hike.
He said he would be a
prime candidate for stem
cell rescarch because the
damaged area is only two

LL.5. Senator Harry Reid
expressad his support for
stem cedl research on
Tuesday,
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11 ple don't

under-
stand how close
we are to regain-
ing our indepen-
dence. We're not
asking for the
impossible. I'm
Just asking for
the opportunity to
walk my daugh-
ter down the aisle
at her wedding.”

— Patrick Flanagan
Candidate, Washoe County
Dystrict Court Judge

llllllllll LA LSRR RS TRy

millimeters in gize,

“People don't under-
stand how close we are to
rega.ining our indepen-
dence,” he said. “We're not
nsklng for the impossible.
I'm just asking for the
opportunity to walk my
daughter down the aisle at
her wedding.”

Reid said stem cell
research gives hope to mil-
hons of Americans like
Flanagan, and has always
been a top issue for him.,
He pointed out the biparti-
san support for the pro-
research bill, and said it
was a shame the House of
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District Court judge candidate Patrick Flan

need for stem cell research on Tuesday.

Representatives wouldn't
override the President's
veto.

. John Rosenlund, a
paraplegic for almost 10
years, said he couldn’t

comment on the veto with-
out reading the hill, but
Reid carried a positive
message.

“They've been talking
about it since | was hurt ...

REID

from page 1A

Living. “I think stem cell
research is a good idea.”

Reid gaid 80 percent of the
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‘cellresearch andthere are

already 40,000 frézen stem cell

embryos around the country.

“We can start throwing
them in the garbage or tak-
ing some of them and doing
research,” Reid said.

He said the bill's chances
lie either in Congress getting
eriough supporters of stem
cell research during the
upcoming election to overnde
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agan, left, and U.S. Senator Harry Reid spoke on the

and [ don’t think they've
dope anything with it,”
said Rosenlund, a worker
;’;l the Northern Nevada

1

~enter for Independent

sec Reid page 6A

a veto or a public loud
enough to change the
President’s mind. Reid said
he couldn't do it.

When asked about plans
of discussing the bill with the
President, Reid responded
with a laugh, “the
President’s not in the busi-
ness of meeting with me.”
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Tucker Bounds, a spokesman for the Republican National Congressional
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Committee in Washington, said Reid's criticism was off base.

"Reid apparently forgets to mention that President Bush is the first President in
american history to devote federal dollars to stem cell research, just like Reid
forgets that before he was caught with his hand in the cookie jar his 'top
priority' was ‘honest government," Bounds said.

Reid, D-Nev., was flanked at his appearance by Mylan Hawkins, executive
director of the Nevada Diabetes Association for Children and Adults and
Patrick Flanagan, a candidate for district court judge who suffers from a spinal
cord injury.

Flanagan said he's convinced stem cell research could help him rise up from
his wheelchair.

"l am not asking for something that's impossible and | am not asking for some
kind of miracle. But | am asking for any research that could one day help me
achieve one wish: That | may walk my daughter down the aisle at her
wedding."

"We're going to continue pushing this. | believe in my heart it's one of the most
important things I've ever worked on in my entire career, "Reid said.
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